
 

Reading Materials 
Supplement to Gal’s of History Kahoot Quiz 

Elementary School Version   

Recommended Grades: 3-5 
 
Standards Met 

 ELA Reading Nonfiction Key Ideas and Textual Support, Features and Structures, Connection of 
Ideas, Vocabulary Building, Speaking and Listening, Comprehension 

 Social Studies, History 
 
What They’ll Learn: women are also scientists, mathematicians, inventors, computer programmers, race 
car drivers, NHL Players, astronauts, business leaders, authors, filmmakers and president of YouTube. 
Women of the past and present who have made our world more connected, creative and innovative.  
 
Holiday Tie In: Women’s History Month, March. International Women’s Day, March 8.  
 
Additional Activities  

 Have students choose a featured gal and research her life. Design a “wall of fame” poster for the 
classroom.  

 Have students create a series of imagined tweets asking, “what would this gal tweet?”  
 Famous history person project, starter list.   
 Graphic organizer possible: KWL chart, time line, cluster, Venn diagram 

 
Additional Resource: Your Gal Friday has a student-focused podcast, videos and articles. Currently they 

have media on: J.K. Rowling, Hedy Lamarr, Ada Lovelace, Alice Guy Blaché, and Coco Chanel. Info at 

galsguide.org 
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COMPUTERS 
 

Ada Lovelace 
Ada is the first computer programmer, 100 years before the first computer 
was completed. Born Dec 10, 1815 in England, she worked on Charles 
Babbage's early stream-powered computer called the Analytical Engine. Her 
notes on the engine included the first algorithm intended to be carried out 
by a machine. Because of this, she is often described as the world's first 
computer programmer. The engine was designed only to calculate numbers 
but Ada thought it could do more. She thought one day the computer could 
connect people and make music.   
 

Joyce Weisbecker 
Joyce is the first female video game designer. Born in New Jersey in 1958, she is 
the daughter of Joseph Weisbecker who worked on early RCA videogame 
systems. The summer in between high school and college, Joyce’s father asked 
her to program a video game quiz and he would pay her. She designed and 
programmed TV Schoolhouse I. She was paid to design more games for the 
Studio II game system. However, other game systems like Atari would beat out 
Studio II and Joyce’s accomplishments were almost lost to history.  
 

AUTHOR 
 

J.K. Rowling 
J.K. is the author of the Harry Potter series. Born Joanne Rowling, July 31, 
1965 in England, she attended Exeter University and studied in Paris. On a 
train from Manchester to London a book idea came out of nowhere. Five 
years later, she would finish the Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, 
although it would be published in America as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone. Her books have gained worldwide attention, and sold more than 400 
million copies. They have become the best-selling book series in history. J.K. 
Rowling is a penname. She doesn’t even have a middle name. The “K” stands 
for Kathleen, which is her grandmother’s name.  

 

SPACE 
 

Sally Ride 
Sally is an American physicist and astronaut. Born May 26, 1951 in Los Angeles, 
she joined NASA in 1978. At the age of 32, became the first American woman in 
space. After flying twice on the space shuttle Challenger, she left NASA in 1987. 
She worked as a teacher of physics. Sally served on the committees that 
investigated the Challenger and Columbia space shuttle disasters, the only 
person to participate on both. She remains the youngest American astronaut to 
travel to space. 
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SPORTS 
Janet Guthrie 
Janet Guthrie is a race car driver. Born March 7, 1938 in Iowa, she went to school to 
be an aerospace engineer. She began racing in 1963 and became first woman to 
qualify and compete in both the Indianapolis 500 and the Daytona 500. She 
competed in 11 Indy car events. She was the first woman to compete in a NASCAR 
and competed in 33 races. Janet is in the International Motorsports Hall of Fame in 
Talledega, Alabama. Her racing helmet can be found at the Smithsonian Museum in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

 

Manon Rhéaume 
In 1992 Manon became the first woman to play in a National Hockey League 
(NHL). Born February 24, 1972 in Canada, she made her way to one of Canada’s 
top junior ice hockey leagues and became the first women ever to play in a men’s 
Major Junior hockey game. She tried out for the Tampa Bay Lightening and was 
signed as a free agent. She went on to play for 14 more teams. She also is a silver 
medal Olympian and a Women’s World Champion with the Women’s National Ice 
Hockey team. Her son is now a goalie at the University of Notre Dame in South 
Bend, Indiana.  
 

INVENTORS 
 

Margaret Knight 
Margaret is an American inventor. Born February 14, 1838, she has been 
called "the most famous 19th-century woman inventor." In 1868, while 
living in Massachusetts, Margaret invented a machine that folded and glued 
paper to form the flat-bottomed brown paper bags familiar to shoppers and 
school lunches today. Her other inventions included a numbering machine, 
window frame and sash, and several devices relating to rotary engines. 
Margaret’s original box-making machine is in the Smithsonian Museum in 
Washington, D.C. 

 

Hedy Lamarr 
Hedy is an inventor and film actress. Born November 9, 1914 in Austria-
Hungary, she started as an actress at a young age. She moved to America 
where she was called, “The most beautiful woman in the world.” During 
World War 2 she co-invented a Secret Communications System. Using 
“Frequency Hopping” she designed a system to help torpedoes reach their 
target without being hacked. Her technology was not used until 1962 in the 
Cuban missile crisis. Frequency Hopping is what allows cordless devices to 
talk to one another like in WiFi, cell phones, and Bluetooth.  
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CIVIL RIGHTS & WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
 

Malala Yousafzai 
Malala the youngest person ever to win a Nobel Prize. Born July 12, 1997 
in Swat Valley, Pakistan, she is an activist for girl’s education. When the 
local Taliban banned girls from attending school, she fought back by first 
writing in a blog, later doing interviews. She was injured by the Taliban 
but survived. Now an international movement, Malala continues to 
speak and write about the importance of girl’s education. She is now a 
student at Oxford University.  

 

Victoria Woodhull  
Victoria is the first female candidate for President of the United States. Born 
September 23, 1838 in Ohio, she ran for Presidential office before women 
could even vote. She was a leader in the movement to allow women to vote.  
Victoria and her sister created the first newspaper run by women where they 
published articles about women’s right to vote and her run for office. When 
Victoria ran for office in 1872, her running mate was abolitionist leader, 
Frederick Douglass. She would run for office two more times without success.  
 

 

Coretta Scott King 
Coretta is the reason we celebrate Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday as a 
national holiday. Born April 27, 1927 in Alabama, she was not only the 
wife of Martin Luther King Jr, but an author and civil rights leader. She 
also helped lead the African-American Civil Rights Movement in the 
1960s. She was an active advocate for African-American equality and 
became active in the Women's Movement. She founded the King Center 
in 1968, a museum in Atlanta, GA dedicated to Dr. King’s efforts for civil 
rights.  

 

BUSINESS OWNERS 
 

Alice Guy Blaché 
Alice is the first female film maker. Born July 1, 1873 in France, she was the 
first to create a story on film. Early filmmakers created films about people 
walking or trains passing by. Alice thought she could do better. Starting with 
The Cabbage Fairy in 1896, she told stories in film. She was also the first to 
use sound in movies and made over 1,000 films. She moved to America and 
started her own film company in Fort Lee, New Jersey. Solax Studios was the 
largest before Hollywood. 
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Susan Wojcicki 
Susan is the President of YouTube. Born July 5, 1968, she was friends with 
the two founders of Google, in fact they set up shop in her garage in Menlo 
Park. Susan would work for Google including working on Google Doodles. 
While working on Google Video she told the company they should buy 
YouTube. Google paid over a billion dollars to buy YouTube in 2006. In 2014 
Susan became president of YouTube and still is today. 
 
 
 

Coco Chanel 
Coco is French fashion designer. Born August 19, 1883 in France, she is the 
only fashion designer listed on Time magazine's list of the 100 most 
influential people. Coco changed the way women dressed. Before her, women 
wore constricting corsets and multiple layers of skirts. She created a sporty 
and casual look that got women out of corsets and all those layers. She 
started with designing hats, but went on to create clothing, perfume, jewelry 
and purses. The Chanel brand is still very popular today and known 
worldwide. 
 
 
 
 


